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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the Amendment after non-final and remarks 
filed on 09/26/2006. Currently, claims 7, 9, 13, 15, and 18-21 are pending. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 7 is objected to because of the following informalities: 
In claim 7, line 10, "the" should be changed to -an-. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 7, 9,13, 15 and 18-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 7, line 5, the recited limitation "inherently printed" is unclear. It is not 
clear whether or not "inherently printed" means that the recording medium has an 
image due to a previous copying operation or a previous manufacturing process prior to 
performing copying operation. 

In claim 13, line 9, the recited limitation "inherently printed" is unclear. It is not 
clear whether or not "inherently printed" means that the recording medium has an 
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image due to a previous copying operation or a previous manufacturing process prior to 
performing copying operation. 

In claims 18-21, line 2, the recited limitation "inherently printed" is unclear. It is 
not clear whether or not "inherently printed" means that the recording medium has an 
image due to a previous copying operation or a previous manufacturing process prior to 
performing copying operation. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

5. . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 7, 9,13, 15 and 18-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over. 

Regarding claim 7, Shinoda shows in Fig. 1, a copying machine comprising: an 
optical reading unit (i.e., a scanner function to acquire image data, paragraph 0020, 
lines 8-9) which optically scans a surface of a recording medium (25), and converts an 
image on the surface of the recording medium into image data (35 i.e., recorded 
information of a file, paragraph 0020, line 11); a radio reader (combination of wireless 
network and chip is reader terminal (71)) which reads data from an IC chip embedded in 
the recording medium and having a radio communication function (paragraph 0020, 
lines 1-11) which reads data on the surface of the recording medium from an IC chip 
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(45) embedded in the recording medium (25) and having a radio communication 
function; an image forming unit (60, i.e., printer) which prints an image on a surface of 
an image forming medium (20) (paragraph 0019, lines 4-7); a control panel (paragraph 
0012, lines 7-10) to which the operational mode is input by a user; an operational mode 
setting unit (14, i.e., program database) which sets one of the image data of the 
recording medium acquired by the optical reading unit (i.e., a scanner function to 
acquire image data, paragraph 0020, lines 8-9) and the data read from the IC chip (25) 
of the recording medium by the radio reader, based on the operational mode input to 
the control panel; and a control unit (combination of program database(14), id 
managing database (12), managing server (10), wireless network, and id managing 
center (50)) which selects one of the image data on the surface of the recording 
medium (25) which has been optically scanned (i.e., a scanner function to acquire 
image data, paragraph 0020, lines 8-9) by the optical reading unit and the data read 
from the IC chip (25) embedded in the recording medium by the radio reader, as the 
image data to be printed on the surface of the image forming medium (20) by the image 
forming unit (60, i.e., printer), based on the operational mode set by the operational 
mode setting unit (14, i.e., program database). Shinoda does not disclose that the radio 
reader reads image data from an IC chip embedded in the recording medium. Yoda 
discloses a printing medium having an IC chip, which permits image data to be read 
wirelessly from the chip (paragraph 004, lines 19-27). It would have been obvious to 
one skilled in the art to provide the printing medium of Yoda to the device of Shinoda for 
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the purpose of providing additional file sharing capabilities, storing image data in 
addition to authentication data. 

Regarding claim 13, Shinoda shows in Fig. 1, a copying machine comprising: a 
scanner (71, i.e., reader terminal); a printer (60), and a system control unit, wherein the 
scanner includes: an optical reading unit (i.e., a scanner function to acquire image data, 
paragraph 0020, lines 8-9) which optically scans a surface of a recording medium (25, 
i.e., recording medium), and converts an image on the surface of the recording medium 
into image data (35, i.e., document); and a radio reader (combination of wireless 
network and chip id reader terminal (71) ) which reads data from an IC chip (45, i.e., 
contactless IC chip) embedded in the recording medium (25) and having a radio 
communication function (RFID, i.e., Radio Frequency Identifier, paragraph 0024 lines 1- 
5), the printer includes: an image forming unit (60, i.e., printer) which prints an image on 
a surface of an image forming medium (20, i.e., recording medium), and a control panel 
(paragraph 0012, lines 7-10) to which an operational mode is input by the user; an 
operational mode setting unit (14, i.e., program database) which sets one of the image 
data of the recording medium (25) acquired by the optical reading unit (i.e., a scanner 
function to acquire image data, paragraph 0020, lines 8-9) and the data read from the 
IC chip (25) of the recording medium by the radio reader, based on the operational 
mode input to the control panel; and a control unit (combination of program 
database(14), id managing database (12), managing server (10), wireless network, and 
id managing center (50)) which selects one of the image data on the surface of the 
recording medium which has been optically scanned by the optical reading unit and the 
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data read from the IC chip (25) embedded in the recording medium by the radio reader, 
as the image data to be printed on the surface of the image forming medium (20) by the 
image forming unit, based on the operational mode set by the operational mode setting 
unit (14, i.e., program database). Shinoda does not disclose that the radio reader reads 
image data from an IC chip embedded in the recording medium. Yoda discloses a 
printing medium having an IC chip, which permits image data to be read wirelessly from 
the chip (paragraph 004, lines 19-27). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the 
art to provide the printing medium of Yoda to the device of Shinoda for the purpose of 
providing additional file sharing capabilities, storing image data in addition to 
authentication data. 

Regarding claim 9, Shinoda further shows in Fig. 1 a radio writer (combination of 
wireless network and id managing center (50)) which writes data on an IC chip (40, 
recording medium) embedded in the image forming medium (20) and having a radio 
communication function; wherein the operational mode setting unit (14, i.e., program 
database) sets one of the image data (30) of the recording medium acquired by the 
optical reading unit (i.e., a scanner function to acquire image data, paragraph 0020, 
lines 8-9) and the data read from the IC chip (45) of the recording medium by the radio 
reader (combination of wireless network and chip is reader terminal (71)), as the data to 
be written on the IC chip (40) embedded in the image forming medium (20) by the radio 
writer (combination of wireless network and id managing center (50)) which writes data 
on an IC chip (40) embedded in the image forming medium (20, i.e., recording medium) 
and having a radio communication function (paragraph 0017, lines 1-3), based on the 
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operational mode input to the control panel, and wherein the control unit (combination 
of program database(14), id managing database (12), managing server (10), wireless 
network, and id managing center (50)) selects one of the image data on the surface of 
the recording medium (25) which has been optionally scanned by the optical reading 
unit (i.e., a scanner function to acquire image data, paragraph 0020, lines 8-9) and the 
data read from the IC chip (45) embedded in the recording medium (25) by the radio 
reader (combination of wireless network and chip id reader terminal (71)) as the data to 
be written on the IC chip (40) embedded in the image forming medium (20) by the radio 
writer based on the operational mode set by the operational mode setting unit (14, i.e., 
program database). 

Regarding claim 15, Shinoda further shows in Fig. 1 that the printer further 
includes: a radio writer (combination of wireless network and id managing center (50)) 
which writes data on an IC chip (40, contactless IC chip) embedded in the image 
forming medium (20) and having a radio communication function, wherein the 
operational mode setting unit (14, i.e., program database) sets one of the image data of 
the recording medium (25) acquired by the optical reading unit (i.e., a scanner function 
to acquire image data, paragraph 0020, lines 8-9) and the data read from the IC chip 
(45) of the recording medium (25) by the radio reader (combination of wireless network 
and chip id reader terminal (71)) as the data to be printed as the image on the image 
forming medium (20) by the image forming unit (60, i.e., printer), based on the 
operational mode input to the control panel, wherein the control unit of the system 
control unit selects one of the image data on the surface of the recording medium which 
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has been optically scanned by the optical reading unit of the scanner and the data read 
from the IC chip (45) embedded in the recording medium by the radio reader of the 
scanner (71 , i.e., reader terminal), as the data to be written on the IC chip (40) 
embedded in the image forming medium by the radio writer, based on the operational 
mode set by the operational mode setting unit (14, i.e., program database). 

Regarding claims 18-21, Shinoda discloses the claimed invention as stated 
above. Shinoda does not disclose that the radio reader reads electronic data, which 
corresponds to the image data recorded on the surface of the recording medium, from 
the IC chip embedded in the recording medium. Yoda discloses a printing medium 
having an IC chip, which permits image data to be read wirelessly from the chip 
(paragraph 004, lines 19-27). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
provide the printing medium of Yoda to the device of Shinoda for the purpose of 
providing additional file sharing capabilities, storing image data in addition to 
authentication data. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed 09/26/2006 have been fully considered. 

In response to applicants arguments that Shinoda does not disclose or suggest 
any features in which data to be printed on a surface of an image forming medium can 
be selected from an image on a surface of an original or an image based on the data 
stored in the IC chip embedded in the original. The examiner acknowledges that 
Shinoda does not disclose a recording medium designed to record image data or that 
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Shinoda reads image data from its contactless IC chip (45). However, the examiner 
provides that it would have been obvious to combine the recording medium of Yoda due 
to the fact that Yoda's recording medium provides an IC chip embedded in the recording 
medium which permits reading and writing of both authentication data and image data 
to and from wireless networks to peripheral devices. 

Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kevin Wyatt whose telephone number is (571)-272- 
5974. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Georgia Epps can be reached on (571)-272-2328. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




K.W. 




